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t iding of Claims: 

1 . (previously presented) In a communication system comprising a plurality of access 
points and a mobile station, wherein the mobile station is currently associated with a first access 
point, a method comprising the steps of, at the first access point: 

receiving a first transmission at a first signal quality from the mobile station; 
receiving a second transmission that indicates a second signal quality at which a second 
access point is receiving transmissions from the mobile station; 

comparing the first signal quality with the second signal quality; and 
when the second signal quality is greater than the first signal quality, signaling the second 
access point to initiate a handoff with the mobile station, wherein the second access point 
responds by sending a disassociation message to the mobile station to disassociate with the first 
access point, wherein the disassociation message is addressed as if it originated from the first 
access point. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of transmitting to the 
second access point any buffered packets destined to the mobile station. 

3. (original) The method of claim I wherein the second transmission is received from the 
second access point. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 farther comprising the step of receiving a third 
transmission that indicates a third signal quality at which the mobile station is receiving 
transmissions from the second access point. 

5. (previously presented) The method oF claim 4 further comprising signaling that is 
performed when the third signal quality exceeds a threshold. 
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6. (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the third transmission further indicates a fourth 
signal quality at which the mobile station is receiving transmissions from the first access point. 

1, (original) The method of claim 6 wherein the step of signaling is performed when the 
third signal quality is greater than the fourth signal quality. 

8. (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the third transmission is received from the 
mobile station. 

9. (withdrawn hm - oommunication syo'tom comprising a plurality of aooonr, points and a 
mobil e nt atio u, wh erei n t h n m nhilr itntinr ]n ft**eatty asseeteed with a firnt access point, a 
method comprising the fltops of, at thc - firnt accouu point: 

re cei ving n firr ramrossiefl at n fast nirniol Quality from the mobi l e s tation; 

r cce i-'i r iL n seeead t tssien feftt in ri i u iim a ooeond i . iguul qualit j at which a seeead 

acccoo point to receiving transmissions from the mobile stat ion ; 

compnrinc t hr dm ^ir n l T in1u V rlia scc ul lJ nltt l lttl qvmlity; nml 

when the seeead priky fe greater tlian tho first signal quality, emitting a 



disassociation moaoagc t o the mobile ututiofr 



10. (withdrawn) The method of claim 9 further eem p mmg the otnp of r eceiving a t hird 
Uun.mission that in d icate* a thir d tig ftri quality at w hi ch die mobile otati o n - K re eemag 
transmis s ions from fee second accooo pointy 

11. (withdrawn) The method of claim 10 whoroin die step of trans m itting is perf or med 
when tho third signal qualify exceeds a predetermined threshold . 
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12. (previously presented) The method of claim 4 wherein the second transmission is 
received from the second access point, and wherein the third transmission is received from the 
mobile station. 

1 3 . (previously presented) In a communication system comprising a plurality of access 
points and a mobile station, wherein the mobile station is currently associated with a first access 
point, a method comprising the steps of, at the first access point: 

receiving at least one transmission that indicates a first signal quality at which the mobile 
station is receiving transmissions from the first access point, a second signal quality at which the 
mobile station is receiving transmissions from a second access point, and a third signal quality at 
which the second access point is receiving transmissions from the mobile station; 

comparing the first signal quality with the second signal quality; 

comparing the third signal quality against a threshold; and 

when the second signal quality is greater than the first signal quality and when the third 
signal quality exceeds the threshold, signaling the second access point to initiate a handoff with 
the mobile station, wherein the second access point responds by sending a disassociation 
message to the mobile station to disassociate with the first access point, wherein the 
disassociation message is addressed as if it originated from the first access point. 

14. (original) The method of claim 13 wherein the first signal quality and the second signal 
quality are received via at least a first transmission from the mobile station, and the third signal 
quality is received via a second transmission from the second access point. 

15. (previously presented) In a communication system comprising a plurality of access 
points and a mobile station, wherein the mobile station is currently associated with a first access 
point, a method comprising the steps of, at a second access point: 

receiving a transmission at a given signal quality from the mobile station; 

signaling the first access point with the given signal quality in which the transmission 
was received from the mobile station when the given signal quality exceeds a predetermined 
threshold; 
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sending a transmission co the mobile station to disassociate with the first access point 
when a handoff trigger is received within a predetermined time period from the first access point; 

and 

transmitting a disassociation message to the mobile station, wherein the disassociation 
message is addressed as if it originated from the first access point. 

16. (original) The method of claim 1 5 further comprising the step of increasing the 
predetermined threshold when the handoff trigger is not received from the first access point 
within the predetermined time period. 

1 7. (original) The method of claim 15 further comprising the step of transmitting a message 
to the mobile station to disassociate from the first access point. 

18. (withdrawn) The method of -c laim 15 further oompriiiing thu Jtap of transmitting a 
d i u u^ c iutionmc^ i to the mobi l e ***** whotom mo rt U u.u uation m essa ge b addrciood as 
tf- it originated from the - fkot aoocsr. point ? 

19. (original) The method of claim 15 further comprising the step of signaling the first 
access point to forward any buffered packets destined for the mobile station after the step of 
transmitting. 
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